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Abou t th e Ev en t

T H E  P U R P O S E

The GSA WLI  Lunch and Learn ser ies aims to offer  a blend of

execut ive and technical  topics ,  featur ing women who are leaders in

their  respect ive f ie lds.  Under the theme “Pathway to Success” ,  these

empowering events also provide an excel lent opportunity  for

profess ionals  f rom different companies in the semiconductor industry

to connect ,  network ,  and gain valuable ins ights ,  which is  essent ia l  for

v is ib i l i ty  and profess ional  growth.  Our f i rst  Lunch and Learn event of

the year took place on May 8th at Marvel l ’ s  off ices in Santa Clara.
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The event began with a quick networking session alongside
breakfast before Traci Brandon gave welcoming remarks that kicked
off the event.  Zhan Yu gave an inspir ing keynote presentation tit led
“Through Different Lenses” where she spoke about her career
journey,  including both her successes and fai lures,  and reminded us
of the importance of zooming out and seeking different
perspectives when faced with overwhelming challenges.  

The keynote presentation was fol lowed by a “Pathways to Success”
panel discussion moderated by Sarah McGowan and featuring
Qinfang Sun, Chandana Pairla ,  Sanchali  Bhattacharjee,  and Patricia
Fong. The panel exhibited a mix of talent from backgrounds in
engineering,  program management and business,  providing over 75
attendees with well-rounded insights and career advice.  

Even t Recap



The importance of networking cannot be overstated. Building strong connections

with people in the industry can open doors and provide invaluable support and

opportunities .

Success often requires venturing beyond famil iar terr itory .  Embrace the challenge

of learning new things to stay relevant and innovative.

A successful career in semiconductors involves understanding both the technical

and business aspects .  Effective communication between these domains is  crucial .

Taking risks is  essential  for innovation and growth. As Sanchali  mentioned, " I f

there's no r isk,  there's no reward."  The industry thrives on the courage to take

calculated risks ,  with a recommended balance of 70% stabil ity and 30% risk-taking.

It 's  vital  to understand how people work and interact .  While micromanagement is

often viewed negatively ,  it  can be beneficial  i f  applied correctly .

Offer opportunities to your team to keep them engaged and motivated. However,

ensure that these opportunities al ign with their interests and strengths,  and avoid

forcing them into roles they are not comfortable with.

Identify what drives you and where your strengths l ie .  Finding the intersection

between motivation and strengths can lead to a fulf i l l ing and successful career .

Even t Recap

KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM THE PANEL DISCUSSION:



To learn more and get involved in WLI ,  v is i t

www.designthesolut ion.org

The panel ists '  exper iences and advice provided valuable guidance to the
attendees,  inspir ing them to embrace their  own pathways to success.  

After  the enl ightening panel  discuss ion,  the attendees and speakers had the
opportunity  to further connect and network over a del ic ious lunch.  The atmosphere
was buzzing with energy as attendees and speakers came together to share
exper iences and bui ld meaningful  connect ions.  

We extend our s incerest  grat i tude to Zhan Yu for  serv ing as the esteemed keynote
speaker at  th is  event.  We also thank our amazing speakers -  Sarah McGowan,
Qinfang Sun,  Chandana Pair la ,  Sanchal i  Bhattachar jee,  and Patr ic ia Fong,  for
shar ing their  incredible stor ies and advice dur ing the panel  discuss ion.  Al l  of  thei r
ins ights and unique perspect ives brought a wealth of  knowledge that left  so many
women feel ing empowered and motivated as they fel t  a sense of belonging with
the group.

A special  thank you to Marvel l  for  host ing th is  memorable event and providing a
support ive envi ronment for  the WLI  community  to connect and grow! 
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http://www.designthesolution.org/


“Grateful  for  the inspir ing ins ights and connect ions at  the GSA WLI  Lunch
and Learn event th is  week. . . thank you for  the opportunity  to learn f rom
pioneer ing women in the industry!”

T e s t im on i a l s

“ I  left  feel ing energized and enl ightened myself !”  Qinfang Sun

“ I t  was such a wonderful  exper ience and such a learning opportunity  as
wel l . ”   Sanchal i  Bhattachar jee

“Community  is  such an important support  system and I  real ly  appreciate
being part  of  th is  one.”  Chandana Pair la

“ I t  was a wonderful  opportunity  to share exper iences and connect with so
many talented women in the semiconductor industry!”  Zhan Yu

“The energy and enthusiasm in the room were palpable,  and I  left  feel ing
both empowered and inspired.  I  am grateful  for  the opportunity  to have
attended this  event and for  the ins ights gained from such accompl ished
profess ionals .  This  exper ience was t ru ly  benef ic ial  for  my profess ional
growth,  and I  look forward to future events.”  Mamta Bansal


