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About the Event 

THE PURPOSE

The GSA WLI  Lunch and Learn ser ies aims to offer  a blend of
execut ive and technical  topics ,  featur ing women who are
leaders in their  respect ive f ie lds.  Under the theme “Pathway to
Success” ,  these empowering events also provide an excel lent
opportunity  for  profess ionals  f rom different companies in the
semiconductor industry  to connect ,  network ,  and gain valuable
ins ights ,  which is  essent ia l  for  v is ib i l i ty  and profess ional  growth.

On  Apr i l  15   WLI  hosted a Lunch and Learn at Si l icon Labs’
off ices in Aust in which had over 100 people in attendance. 

t h

 
A BIG Thank You to Si l icon Labs for  host ing the event!
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The event began with a breakfast  sess ion,  a l lowing the
attendees and speakers an in i t ia l  opportunity  to meet each
other and network.  Soon after ,  Chr istabel  Ketchers id,  Di rector
of Internal  Audit  at  Si l icon Labs presented the opening remarks
and introduced the Keynote Speaker ,  Apr i l  Ol iver ,  VP of Ethics &
Compl iance at Micron.  Apr i l  underscored the importance of
embracing chal lenges as a dr iver  for  personal  and profess ional
development,  emphasiz ing that sustained wel l-being is
fundamental  to navigat ing per iods of advers i ty .  Apr i l
emphasized the importance of smal l ,  consistent habits  and a
hol ist ic approach to health ,  encouraging attendees to cult ivate
balance across mental ,  phys ical ,  and emotional  wel l-being.  She
offered pract ical  st rategies for  managing stress—such as
journal ing,  meditat ion,  creat ive express ion and any enjoyable
form of movement.  

Event Recap



The keynote concluded with pract ical  guidance on navigat ing
stressfu l  t imes,  h ighl ight ing k indness and empathy as forms of
strength that cult ivate posit ive and support ive team
environments.

Next ,  an engaging panel  discuss ion was moderated by Gozde
Fidan,  Si l icon Labs,  and featured panel ists  Renee Parente,  AMD;
L i  Sun,  Cisco;  Amrutha Rachakonda,  Meta;  and Garima Sharda,
Si l icon Labs.  The panel ists  shared their  stor ies and ins ights on
var ious aspects of  success f rom their  career journeys.  
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The panel  discuss ion touched on several  key themes including:  
Speak Up: Use your voice conf ident ly  and ask quest ions.
Own Your Path:  Advocate for  yourself  and take charge of
your career.
Network Intent ional ly :  Pr ior i t ize meaningful  connect ions over
quant i ty .  Have a Mentor.  
Be Present:  Engage fu l ly  in  your personal  l i fe.
Stay Open: Say yes to opportunit ies—others may see your
potent ia l  before you do.
Choose Advice Wisely :  Trust  your uniqueness;  not al l  advice
f i ts  everyone.
Lead Support ively :  Create envi ronments where others can
thr ive.
Be Proact ive:  Seek out tasks that lead to growth—don’t  wait
to be asked.
Take Control :  Your career is  yours to shape—own the journey.
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After  the enl ightening panel  discuss ion,  the attendees and
speakers had the opportunity  to network over lunch.  The
atmosphere was buzzing with energy as attendees and speakers
came together to share exper iences and bui ld meaningful
connect ions.  We extend our s incerest  grat i tude to Apr i l  Ol iver    
for  serv ing as the esteemed keynote speaker at  th is  event.
 
We also thank our amazing speakers -  Gozde,  Renee,  L i ,
Amrutha,  and Garima,  for  shar ing their  incredible stor ies and
advice dur ing the panel  discuss ion.
 
A special  thank you to Si l icon Labs for  host ing th is  memorable
event and providing a support ive envi ronment for  the WLI
community  to connect and grow!
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I  was honored to jo in today 's  GSA Women's  Leadership In i t iat ive
panel  of  dynamic leaders to share lessons learned,  offer  advice
for our  younger selves ,  and explore ins ights on navigat ing
career journeys.  This  phenomenal  gather ing,  centered on
'Pathways to Success , '  t ru ly  h ighl ighted the importance of
connect ion,  empowerment,  and col lect ive growth.
Renee Parente,  AMD

I  had the pleasure of attending the GSA Women's  Leadership
In i t iat ive Lunch & Learn at Si l icon Labs today.  I t  was an
incredible opportunity  to network with inspir ing women,  both
technical  and non-technical  experts ,  f rom across var ious
semiconductor companies who are dr iv ing innovat ion and
making a meaningful  impact in the industry .
Marybecca Wilson,  Si l icon Labs

Attending the GSA WLI  event was an except ional  exper ience,
f i l led with great energy and the company of smart ,  l i ke-minded
women. The camarader ie establ ished before the keynote and
panel  sess ions,  a long with the ins ightfu l  technology discuss ions
on AI  for  the semiconductor business ,  were standout h ighl ights
for  me.
Megha Sarang,  Intel

Had a fantast ic t ime at the recent GSA Women's  Leadership
In i t iat ive event hosted by Si l icon Labs!  The speakers were t ru ly
inspir ing,  keeping i t  real  throughout.  I t  was a great opportunity
to meet new people and reconnect with former coworkers.
Thank you for  such a wonderful  event!
Diana Borrero,  Si l icon Labs
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